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FOREWORD

I lve perused with pleasure the Sanskrit translanons of Gujarat poems of
ol S0 Narendra Modi (currently Hon’ble Prime Minister of India), authored
by Smit. Rajalakshmi Srinvasan. As the poet himself declares, the poems
were penned at different times and reflect the different moods of the poet.
Though, there may not be a discernible thread running through the poems,
the poems indicate a sense of purpose, determination and optimism.

Trmslating poetry from one language to another requires not only
tommand over both languages, bur also the ability to give expression to
pocie muse n both. Translation into Sanskrit becomes more difficult on
sceonnt of the difficulty in expressing modern ideas and idioms in the
ancient language. Smt, Srinivasan shows her adeptness in surmounting the
inherent problems. Her bold effort to articulate in simple Sanskrit the ideas
ul the poet, being true to the odginal, is commendable. She has attempted
the translation in free verse without the constrictions of strict rules of
tnetre. There is not much modem literature in Sanskrit, perhaps due to lack
ol larpe readership, which may discourage publishers from publishing and
the authors from writing. Smt. Srinivasan’s courageous assay to break free
il this carch 20 situnation merts kudos. The translation is true to the ideas
ol the poet and enables the reader to get a flavor of the onginal poems in
Coupuran. She deserves compliments for adding to and enriching the
repertoire of modern Sanskrt hiterature.

My best wishes to Smt. Rajalakshmi Srinivasan. May her pen produce more
uiel more of such literature!

Ao A v
.‘..,__?i- % r| v - 3 : L
Mumbai ( [) \_/% A
1" August 2015 (B.N. SRIKRISHNA)
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