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Jjob. Mr. Hangen commented upon Biju’s support for Krishna Menon as the
successor to Neheru in the words, “The onlu chief Minister who will be will-
ing and able to give Menon effective support in a bid for power is Biju
Pattnaik, the ruthless and unprincipled young multimillionaire, who runs
the state of Orissa in Eastern India. Pattnaik is a kind of India’s Huey long.
He is addiceted to authoritarion methods and will stop at nothing in his
pursuit of power. He won repute in congress by retrieving the party’s fortune
in 1961 midterm election in Orissa.
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I 9Q698I6Q a6 “Biju Patnaik, the legendary pilot and live wire politi-
cian” g QORI @QdIqe! 69, Biju demonstrated pride and self respect of the oriyas.
He did not bend or bow, cringe or crawl even before Neheru, Indira to retain
power or further personal interest. The only vested interest he had was the
dignity and honour of the oriyas. Biju is the most vocal proponent of Orissa’s
pride and presstige, glory and greatness, selfrespect and self pride of the
oriyas.

His mission and message, his ambitions and his dreams make him a
magnificent leader, a munificent man, he is a maverick a messenger and a
man of men and women. Facts and statistics are inadequate to describe
him, he difies methodical data and made up analysis. He is a multifaceted
personality, full of controversies and contradictions, heterogenitics and op-
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posites.

Biju shines in success and accomplishments, feasts and fortune, in
wins ans elegance, but he is more lively, more lively wire, more lustroous in
failures and falls, in pitfalls and flaws in setbacks and reversals, in isolation
and infamies. He is great for his ingenuity and inventions, not for intergrity
and innocence, he is great for his fluency and flamboyancy, not for fishy,
fassy, pussy cat personality. He is great for his style and tamerity not for
vices and vicissitudes.

He is a great politician. He stays with masses, in the mind of the masses
whenever he is their master or whenever he is hated by them like a rotten
egg or putrid tomato. Biju did not appease or assuage the masses with the
selfish design to corner votes or gain power, rather he teased or pleased
them like their elder, their leader, their destiny maker. Biju shocked people
most often but he never sucked people who loved him and whom he loved.
As such Biju was always Biju, nothing else or nothing less.
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